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Area fires keep crews busy 
By News Graphic staff

OZAUKEE COUNTY —
Three garage fires — one
that extended to a home
and another that started in
the driveway and spread to
the garage — kept firefight-
ers busy from southern
Ozaukee County to the
northern half this week-
end. 

Cedarburg
The Cedarburg Fire

Department was dispatched

to a reported garage fire at a
home on Walnut Street in
the city of Cedarburg at 2:26
p.m. Sunday. 

The incident was immedi-
ately upgraded to the full
still level on MABAS Card
1-11. It was later upgraded
to the 1st box alarm, and
eventually the 2nd box
alarm to bring in addition-
al units, according to a
press release from the Fire
Department.

Cedarburg Tender 164
was the first arriving unit,

getting on scene within
four minutes of being dis-
patched, according to the
press release. Tender 164
was returning from anoth-
er fire in a neighboring
community, and was staffed
with its maximum of two
personnel and equipped
with 3,000 gallons of water.

There was fire through
the roof upon Tender 164’s
arrival, and the crew
deployed its master stream

Emergency 160 feet up

Photo courtesy of Southern Ozaukee Fire & EMS Department

Fire consumed an SUV and pickup truck in a Mequon driveway.

2026-27 
general

school aid
estimates
released

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

OZAUKEE COUNTY — Unlike last year, early esti-
mates show that Mequon-Thiensville School District
could now see an increase in state aid for the 2026-27
school year, while Cedarburg and Grafton school dis-
tricts may see a decline.

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction last
week released its estimates of the general school aid for
each public school district. According to the DPI, gen-
eral school aid is the largest form of state support for
Wisconsin public schools, reducing the reliance on
local property taxes as the only source of revenue. 

The department is required by state statute to publish
estimated aid amounts by July 1 every year. 

The estimates allow districts to develop their fiscal
year budgets and are based on 2025-26 budgeted dollars,
according to DPI. These figures may change by Oct. 15’s
aid estimate, as it uses audited 2025-26 actual expendi-
tures for all school districts, not budget data.

“A district’s general aid can increase or decrease due
to changes in funds available from the state as well as
changes in any of the three local factors comprising
Wisconsin’s general equalization aid formula: property
valuation, enrollment, and shared costs,” DPI wrote. 

This upcoming school year, however, marks another
year districts will operate without additional state
funding, as there was no increase in the state’s general
school aid appropriation included in the 2025-27 bienni-
al budget.

“The general aid appropriation remains at $5.58 bil-
lion for the third consecutive year, leaving the state to
redistribute the same level of funding among districts
through Wisconsin’s equalization aid formula,” DPI
added, noting that 2017-18 was the last time general aid
appropriation did not increase.

MTSD could see second
highest percentage
change in the state
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Emergency responders work to remove a construction worker who had a medical emergency atop the crane at the Aurora
Medical Center in Grafton Friday morning.

By Lisa Curtis
lcurtis@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

GRAFTON — Ozaukee Central Fire
Department members have been
preparing to train for an emergency
on the 160-foot crane that has been on
site at the Aurora Medical Center hos-
pital in Grafton as part of a major
hospital addition. 

But they hadn’t had a chance to test
their plan as of late last week. 

On Friday morning, that plan went
into action in an actual emergency
scenario. 

County 911 dispatchers received a
call that a construction worker had
suffered a medical emergency atop
the crane, which is an estimated 10
stories high. 

Interim OCFD Fire Chief Matthew

Karpinski told the News Graphic that
the department has a handful of
members who are trained in the type
of technical rescue needed for these
scenarios, and they were working at
the time of the incident. 

Since no aerial fire ladders could
reach the height required, crews used a
crane to deliver the equipment up to

See RESCUE, PAGE 6A

See FIRES, PAGE 6A



ELBA — A Cedarburg
man was seriously injured
in a motorcycle crash after
hitting a deer in the town-
ship of Elba Sunday morn-
ing.

The Dodge County Sher-
iff’s Office was called to
the crash which occurred
shortly before 8 a.m. in
Elba near Columbus. The
37-year-old man was flown
to UW Health University
Hospital in Madison.

According to the Sher-
iff’s Office, the man was

traveling eastbound on
Highway 16/60 when the
motorcycle struck a deer
in the roadway. The man,
who was not wearing a hel-
met, was the only occu-
pant on the motorcycle
and was ejected from it
during the crash.

Also responding to the
crash were the Columbus
Police Department,
Columbus Fire Depart-
ment, Lifestar EMS and
UW Med Flight. The high-
way was closed for about
two hours due to the inci-
dent. 

CEDARBURG — The
northbound lane of Wash-
ington Avenue will be tem-
porarily closed from Lin-
coln Boulevard to approxi-
mately 160 feet north as
part of the ongoing South
Washington Avenue
Reconstruction Project.

Traffic will be detoured
using Lincoln Boulevard
to Evergreen Boulevard to
Western Road and back to
Washington Avenue. This
closure is expected to last
between two to three
weeks.

The pouring of the
driveway approaches and
other concrete flat work

should be completed by
the end of this week. Traf-
fic continues on Washing-
ton Avenue continues to
be on the two west lanes
while the two east lanes
are closed. The next phase
of traffic control involves
closing the two east lanes
of Washington Avenue in
the intersections with Pio-
neer Road and Lincoln
Boulevard to allow for
work to take place in those
areas. 

After the concrete work
is completed, fine grading
and paving of the first
layer of asphalt will take
place for the two east

lanes of Washington
Avenue along the entire
corridor.  The fine grading
and paving work are tenta-
tively scheduled to begin
the week of July 20 with
likely completion some-
time in the following
week.  

The project is scheduled
to be completed by Nov. 6,
but it could be completed
earlier. For any questions,
concerns or special
requests, contact Director
of Engineering & Public
Works Mike Wieser at City
Hall at 262-375-7610 or
email mwieser@city-
ofcedarburg.wi.gov.  
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We won't be serving a Fish Fry on Friday, July 17.
We invite you to a Chicken Roast on 

Sunday, July 26 from 11am - 5:30pm.
Includes: Half Chicken, Potato, Applesauce, Rolls,

Coleslaw, Homemade Desserts, Coffee / Milk.

Tickets are $16 and available at:
Olsen’s Piggly Wiggly, Cedarburg and

The Cedarburg American Legion Post 288 

Highland Road Bike Spur
project on schedule

Crews begin grading work

Photo courtesy of the Mequon-Thiensville Trails Foundation

Looking west on Highland Road, asphalt along each driveway between Rotary Park and the
Ozaukee InterUrban Trail was removed to make way for the new trail that will allow users to
bike, walk or run safely.

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

MEQUON — Residents
who live on a stretch of
Highland Road just west of
Port Washington Road
may have recently noticed
markings over their drive-
ways signaling the next
step in the Highland Road
Bike Spur project.

According to the
Mequon-Thiensville Trails
Foundation, crews began
cutting over those mark-
ings June 30, and last
week, started removing
the asphalt along each
driveway and filling them
with gravel. This gravel
will remain until the trail
is near completion in late
August and will be topped
with the required asphalt
depth to match current
driveway requirements.  

The 1.5 mile off-road
paved trail, which con-
nects the Ozaukee Interur-

ban Trail to Rotary Park
on the north side of High-
land Road, began construc-
tion this past spring, as
certain trees were
removed in preparation
for the 10-foot wide path.
The foundation deter-
mined that the north side
of the road was the most
suitable for the trail due to
several reasons, including
the amount of homes on
the south side of the road
in closer proximity to the
trail, a study indicating
the north side would be
safer, as well as the south
side needing additional
real estate acquisition and
causing project delays. 

“Our MT Trails Founda-
tion board and supporters
are very excited to see the
1.5 mile bike/pedestrian
trail being marked out
along Highland Road and
the significant progress
this week, and we appreci-
ate the cooperation of the
northside neighbors on

this project,” the MT
Trails Board of Directors
wrote, noting that the pro-
ject will be completed by
no later than Oct. 2. “We
are currently planning a
ribbon cutting and fun
event for all to celebrate
the trail's opening on Sun-
day, Oct 18th at Rotary
Park.”

The city of Mequon also
added that the Highland
Road Bike Spur represents
years of “planning and
collaboration, along with
both community and gov-
ernmental support.”

Other improvements
resulting from this project
include the installation of
additional stormwater
infrastructure and a flash-
ing crosswalk beacon at
River Road.

To stay up-to-date on the
trail’s progress, visit
https://mtcfgives.org/mtt
rails/ and follow MT
Trails Foundation on
Instagram and Facebook.

Cedarburg motorcyclist seriously
injured after hitting deer

NorthShore Classical Academy
receives $250,000 grant

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

SAUKVILLE —
NorthShore Classical
Academy has received a
$250,000 grant from the
William S. Knight Founda-
tion Inc., an investment
the school said provides
critical early-stage sup-
port as it prepares to open
in September 2027.

According to the NCA,
the grant helps lay the
foundation for what will
be the first private, classi-
cal high school in Ozaukee
County. It will enable the
academy to modernize the
building it purchased last
year at 321 S. Dries St. in
Saukville, develop cur-
riculum, attract faculty,
expand community out-
reach and build the infras-
tructure needed to serve
future generations of stu-
dents.

The William S. Knight
Foundation is a private,
philanthropic organiza-
tion dedicated to advanc-
ing classical education,
entrepreneurship, self-
reliance and civic respon-
sibility. Through strategic
grantmaking, the founda-
tion supports educational

institutions, youth leader-
ship programs and initia-
tives that promote free
enterprise, constitutional
principles and American
heritage.

“We are deeply grateful
to the William S. Knight
Foundation for this trans-
formational investment in
NorthShore Classical
Academy and the families
seeking a rigorous, virtue-
centered educational
option for their children,”
Board President Cheryle
Rebholz said. “We share a
belief that families
deserve access to a rich
liberal arts education that
develops both intellect
and character and chal-
lenges students to pursue
truth, goodness and beau-
ty. Together, we are creat-
ing an institution that will
prepare students not only
for college and career suc-
cess, but for lives of
responsible citizenship
and making meaningful
contributions to their
communities.”

The school last month
secured necessary financ-
ing needed to begin reno-
vating its campus, which
was initially home to a
Catholic parish school
and contains 11 class-

rooms, administrative
offices, a full-size gymna-
sium with three basket-
ball courts, expansive
sports fields, as well as a
large cafeteria and com-
mercial kitchen.

“We are pleased to sup-
port NorthShore Classical
Academy as it prepares to
open its doors,” Founda-
tion Secretary and Trea-
surer Gary Grabowski
said. “We share a commit-
ment to advancing classi-
cal education, cultivating
civic understanding and
preparing young people to
lead lives of purpose,
character and service.
NorthShore Classical
Academy will be a valu-
able asset to Ozaukee
County, Milwaukee’s
greater North Shore area
and the State of Wiscon-
sin.”

Rebholz also sees the
foundation’s generosity as
a catalyst for attracting
additional donor support. 

“Together, we can build
a lasting legacy of educa-
tional opportunity, creat-
ing a school that will
inspire young minds,
strengthen families and
serve our community for
generations to come,” she
said.

Washington Avenue, Lincoln
Boulevard intersection in 

Cedarburg temporarily closes


